Retrieval Practice in Mathematics at St Philip’s
At St Philip’s we use a variety of different retrieval practice activities throughout school. 
You may see - 
White Rose Maths Starters – Retrieval questions for a whole class starter 
 (Reception to Year 6) 
Flashbacks 
Brains in gear 
Quizzes – KAHOOT/ Blooket 
Diagnostic Questions 
I know more than you do 
Beat the teacher
Snowballs retrieval (KS2)

Retrieval practice/ Brain dumps at the start of each unit will look differently across school  
 Nursery - What can I remember from yesterday?
Reception - What can I remember from last week? 
KS1 - What can I remember that will help me in this unit?  
KS2 – What can I remember from the last time I did this unit?










It is not about assessing what children can and can’t do.
It is about strengthening memory. Retrieval practice is a learning technique, not an assessment technique. This needs to be explained to children.
 One unique way to to  help with retrieval practice is to tell your pupils they are going to play hide and seek with the knowledge in their brains. Their knowledge might be quite good at hiding but they are going to try to find it.
Quizzes are another good idea, but they don’t always have to be on paper. Writing answers on whiteboards is fine too.

One of the biggest things that holds some children back in maths is an over-reliance on counting because foundation number facts have not been learnt to automaticity.
Because some children do not know basic number bonds automatically, then even at secondary school they are reduced to counting rather than calculating.
The cognitive load this places on the working memory means that there is less cognitive capacity available to think about the maths, let alone solve problems.



