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What does the root auto mean? 
The root word auto comes from Greek and means self or by itself. Words that contain auto 
often describe something that works on its own or something a person does for themselves. 

 

1. autograph – A person’s signature, especially one given to fans. 

2. autobiography – A book about someone’s life that they write themselves. 

3. automobile – A car or vehicle that moves using its own engine. 

4. autopilot – A system that controls a vehicle or aircraft automatically. 

5. autodial – To make a phone call automatically. 

6. automatic – Working by itself without needing someone to control it. 

7. autonomy – The freedom to make your own decisions. 

8. autocrat – A ruler who has complete power. 

9. autofocus – A camera feature that focuses by itself. 

10. autosave – A feature that saves work automatically. 

11. autocorrect – A feature that fixes spelling mistakes automatically. 

12. autotune – A tool that adjusts a singing voice so it sounds in tune. 


